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Eamonn Wall is a native of Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford, who has lived in St. Louis since 
2000. He is employed as the Smurfit-Stone Corporation Professor of Irish Studies at 
the University of Missouri-St. Louis where he is also a Professor of English. He  
received degrees from University College, Dublin; the University of Wisconsin- 
Milwaukee; and a Ph.D. in English from the City University of New York-Graduate Center. 
 
At UMSL, Eamonn curates the monthly Irish Lectures, Readings and Concerts Series 
for UMSL Global, is the director of UMSL’s annual summer study abroad program at 
the University of Galway and teaches classes that focus on Irish writing and culture.
  
Eamonn Wall is the author of eleven books including My Aunts at Twilight Poker (2023),
From Oven Lane to Sun Prairie: In Search of Irish America (2019); Writing the Irish 
West: Ecologies and Traditions (2011). He has published essays, articles, and reviews 
in many publications including The Irish Times, The Washington Post, Chicago Tribune, 
Reading Ireland, New Hibernia Review, Prairie Schooner, and other publications. 

Eamonn has received many honors for his writing and community service including 
the Durkan Prize from the American Conference for Irish Studies for excellence in 
scholarship; the Irish Echo Award for distinguished service to Irish Arts and Culture 
in North America; and an award for distinguished community service to St. Louis 
and Missouri from the Mayor of St. Louis. He is past-president of the American  
Conference for Irish Studies, the first Irish-born academic elected to this position.
 
Married to Drucilla Wall and the parents of two children, and grandparents of a girl 
and two boys, his family lives in Webster Groves. 

HONORARY PARADE MARSHAL

Eamonn Wall
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Senator Shane Curley was raised in Raheen, a small rural townland near Loughrea 
town in County Galway. 

He grew up with a love for the native Irish sport of hurling – winning the Galway 
County Final with Kilnadeema National School in 2003, and going on to win national 
finals with St. Brigid’s College in 2006, 2007 and 2009. He has played traditional 
Irish music since he was 7 years of age.  

Shane went to university to study to be a teacher, and graduated from Trinity  
College Dublin in 2016. He taught Irish and French for 2 years in Dublin before 
returning home to Galway to teach in Athenry. 

He always had a keen interest in politics growing up, mainly as his father was active 
with the local Fianna Fáil party. In 2018, he successfully ran for Vice President of 
Ógra Fianna Fáil – the youth wing of his party. The following year, he ran in the 2019 
local elections and was elected as a Councillor to Galway County Council at the age 
of 28. 

In 2025, Shane ran for the Senate elections in Ireland and was elected at the age 
of 34. He is the youngest senator in the Fianna Fáil party. His main priorities are 
reforming local government and education, particularly the reform of second level 
education in Ireland. 

2025 GUEST OF HONOR

Senator Shane Curley
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Kevin was born and raised in St. Louis City and resides now in Manchester, Missouri. 
He is a former Saint Louis City Police Officer serving our city for over 15 years.  
Both law enforcement and the Saint Patrick’s Day Parade are in his blood. Kevin’s 
grandfather began working with the Saint Louis Metropolitan Police Department  
on March 17th, 1941 and a member of the family has served on the Department  
faithfully ever since. His parents and grandparents have been a part of the  
committee since its inception. 

As a third generation Committee Member Kevin counts 2025 as his 41th parade (not 
counting 2020). He began volunteering as a kid and officially joined the committee 
in 1999. Originally working on the security team Kevin was the personal security 
escort for many of our previous honored guests. This is his second year as Parade 
Director. He served as Assistant Parade Director in 2020-2023 under Kevin Udina, 
who has been his best friend since high school. 

Kevin lives a life of service to this organization, his church and his family. He loves 
Broadway musicals, building things and trivia nights. 

Kevin is the youngest of 5 Griffin boys (God Bless Joan). In 2015, he married the 
smartest, funniest, most beautiful girl in the world, Teah (who may have written this 
bio). Kevin is also dad to Reese (7), future Chairman Grady (5) and Ian (25) who is 
married to the lovely Ashley. This July he will become a Grandpa as Ian and Ashley 
welcome their first child (potentially the first 5th Generation Committee Member).  
Making it a family affair, the Griffins live for this event and pride themselves in 
raising a part of the next generation of parade committee members to continue our 
amazing legacy. 

2025 PARADE DIRECTOR

Kevin Griffin
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This is his 52nd year of involvement with the Parade. He started working with the 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade in 1974 as one of the first Parade Marshals. He has served  
in many different capacities over those years, most recently on the Security Team 
and as Vice-Chairman last year. 

As Parade Committee Chairman, John follows in the family footsteps of his father, 
John H. Sr. (1996-1997) and his brother Patrick (1992). 

John has been married to Kelly for 45 years and has two children, Meghan and  
John III.  Meghan is one of the first of the Third Generation Parade Committee  
Members. His son John H. McCarthy, III, worked as a Parade Marshal until he  
relocated out of state.  

John retired as a Supervisory Senior Agent with Special Services. He has over  
30 years of experience in Law Enforcement. He has been board certified as a 
Certified Protection Professional. John also served as the President of the Missouri 
Association of Private Investigators and as a Board Member of The Missouri State 
Investigators Association. He was the Senior Firearms Instructor at The Eastern 
Missouri Police Academy and a SWAT Team Member.  

John holds certificates in Hostage Negotiations, and as a Police Instructor, Firearms 
Instructor, Chemical Agents Instructor from the F.B.I., SWAT I, SWAT II,  and  SWAT 
Supervisor from the I.A.C.P. 

PARADE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

John H. McCarthy, Jr.
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                                  THANK YOU TO THIS YEAR’S SPONSORS

TITLE PARADE SPONSORS

McBride Homes

TITLE RUN SPONSORS

Anheuser Busch/Michelob Ultra

Absolut

Anders CPA

American Carnival Mart

Benjamin F. Edwards

Cardinal Environmental Operations

Cardinal Glennon Hospital

DataDash

Dr. Brown’s

Esse St. Louis Gastroenterology

Fairway Automotive

Greater St. Louis Inc.

Hoffman Family of Companies 

Hogan Transport

Jameson

Kelly Education

Less Annoying CRM

Notre Dame Club of St.. Louis

PaddyO’s

Plumber and Pipefitters Local 562

Ralph J. Decker

Republic Services

SCOPES

St. Louis Cardinals

St. Louis Irish Arts

Tionol

Wit Construction

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Thank you to Dr. Brady and Gina Pals for the continued support in 

creating the program.
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John H. McCarthy, Jr.  ................ Chairman

Joseph B. McGlynn, Jr. ............... Founder

Maureen A. McGlynn ................... CEO

James Crowe .............................. Run Director 

Billy Tomber ...............................  Assistant Run Director 

Kevin Griffin ............................... Parade Director 

Amanda Laumeyer .....................  Assistant Parade Director – Volunteers 

Debby Patton ............................. Assistant Parade Director – Unit Participation 

Tom Oliver .................................. Assistant Parade Director -  Route 

John Scott  ................................. Treasurer

Patrick McCarthy........................ Director of Security 

Phil May ......................................Director of Internal Communications 

Shamus McDonough ....................Director of External Communications 

Mark Minden............................... Director of Sponsorship 

Kevin McDonough ....................... Director of Hospitality 

Timothy T. Brady, M.D.  ............... Executive Committee Permanent Member - Program 

Kerry McDonough ....................... Executive Committee Permanent Member 

Thomas Gorman ......................... Executive Committee Permanent Member 

2025 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
ST. LOUIS ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE COMMITTEE
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PAST CHAIRS

Joseph B. McGlynn, 
Jr., Founder
1970-1974
 
George J. Clough, Jr.
1975-1976 #
 
Andrew C. Walsh
1977-1978 #
 
Jerry Miguel
1979-1980
 
Robert E. Staed
1981-1982 #
 
Robert J. Kerr, Sr.
1983-1984
 
Robert S. Muldoon
1985-1986 #
 

James M. Shea
1987-1988 #
 
Michael F. Kickham
1989#
 
Phillip S. Tomber
1990
 
Michael P. Keeley, Jr.
1991 #
 
Patrick J. McCarthy
1992
 
James E. Crowe, Jr.
1993
 
Thomas D. Gorman
1994-1995
 
John H. McCarthy
1996-1997#

Kevin J. McDonough
1998-1999
 
Maureen A. McGlynn
2000-2001
 
Terence Walsh
2002-2003#
 
Timothy T. Brady, 
M.D.
2004-2005
 
Kerry McDonough
2006-2007
 
Daniel R. Welby
2008-2009
 
Mike Gentry
2010-2011

Susan Morton
2012-2013

Thomas M. Stewart
2014-2015
 
Joseph Milligan
2016-2017
 
Vincent Via
2018-2019
 
Maureen A. McGlynn
2020

James Curran 
2021-2022

Paul Crowe 
2023-2024

John McCarthy, Jr. 
2025

 
# Deceased
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Lillian Adams

Don Althen

Molly Andrew

LaDonna L Appelbaum

Thomas Appelbaum

Donna C Baringer

Randy J Barnes

Dr. Timothy T Brady

Patrick V Brannon

Sara R Frieberger Brooks

Todd Brooks

Jason R Brown

Tommy Burnham

Mary D Canino

Edward V Cavanaugh

George J Clough, Jr.

James E Crowe, Jr.

Paul J Crowe

James E Crowley, III

James C Curran

Daniel R Dawson

Ralph J Decker

Chris Doehring

Carol Donelan

William E Eicher

Sam Farinella

John T Gaffigan

Charlie Gallagher

Megan Gallagher

Helen Gannon

Michelle Geraghty

Thomas D Gorman

Kevin O Griffin

Robert C Griffin, III

Teah Griffin

Phillip A Hamiliton

Marvin Hammel

Raymond Hemenway

Patrick T Hickey

Julia A Hogan

Mark Jacobs

Keith J Jasin

Perry Jasin

Frank J Kaveney

Frank J Kilcullen

Michael P Kilcullen

Jennifer Kuhlman-Hammel

Amanda M Laumeyer

Henry Matney

Gary A May

Phil D May

Neil G Mc Innis, Jr.

Jennifer McCarthy

John H McCarthy, Jr.

Patrick J McCarthy

Meghan M McCarthy 

Minden

Patrick D McDonald

Conlan McDonough

Dennis P McDonough

Kelly McDonough

Kerry M McDonough

Kevin James McDonough

Kyle McDonough

Shamus McDonough

Helen McGlynn

2025 COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Proudly Sponsored By
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Joseph B McGlynn, Jr.

Maureen McGlynn

Robert E McGlynn

Daniel J McGuire

Matthew McKeon

Ella Milligan

William E Milligan

Mark Egan Minden

Michael D Minden

Greg Moore

Thomas P Moore

Susan Morton

Michael F Mullins

Joseph Murphy

Jacqlynn Nardelli Sanchez

Dr. Richard Nemanick, Jr.

Robert L Norris

Rose O’Donnell

Thomas J Oliver

Deborah E Patton

Susan M Powers

Brandon Raybourn

W. Thomas Reeves

James E Reynolds

Michael Charles Riechers

Mary Alice Robben

Dan Roemerman

Michael Roemerman

David Rosenberg 

Nancy J Schmitz

Amy McSchoelen

Tim McSchoelen

John C Scott

Patrick R Sheehan

Michael Songer

Tom M Stewart

Matthew G Storey

Michael P Tevlin

Garry P Thomas

Billy Tomber

Phillip S Tomber

Blanche M Touhill

Dr. David J Tucker

Kevin L Udina

Vincent C Via

John M Walsh

Mary Ann Walsh

Bridget Walsh Moore

Jerry Ward

Randy Wehmeyer

Connor Welby

Daniel R Welby

Allison A Williams

Dr. Peter Wyse Jackson

2025 COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Proudly Sponsored By
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Lily Adams

Suzette Allinger

Molly Andrew

LaDonna Appelbaum

Tom Appelbaum

Michele Ardrey

Mary Bachmann

Steve Bachmann

David Baringer

Randy Barnes

Michelle Beech

Jaaron Bell

Amanda Beneze

Janey Brewen

Madie Brooks

Todd Brooks

Jason Brown

Steven Brown

Tommy (The Leprechaun) 

Burnham

Eugene Cornwall

Scott Creighton

Nathan Cromwell

Jim Crowe, Jr.

James Curran

Dennis Daugherty

Dan Dawson

Elizabeth Day

Tony Del Rosario

Joyce Divanbeigi

Chris Doehring

Will Eicher

Lisa Eldred

Carl Essen

Sam Farinella

Mickey Finn

Rod Flowers

Colleen Frank

John Frey

Sara Frieberger Brooks

Ed Fuentecilla

Alan Genovese

Michelle Geraghty

Art Gilbers

Dawn Gilbers

Zach Gilbers

Stephanie Gittemeier

Russell Goss

Patti Green

Kevin Griffin

Teah Griffin

Breanna Griffith

Marvin Hammel

Brady Hansen

Brian Hansen

Claire Hansen

Lee Hansen

Alan Hanson

Debbie Hanson

June Harrington

Jeff Hauser

Max Hawkins

Roy Hawkins

Roy Hawkins III

Karen Heitzman

Michael Holman

Bob Huether

Cher Huether

Mike Huether

Kelli Lin Hunt

Krista Hyde

Mark Jacobs

Keith Jasin

Perry Jasin

Jeanieca Jones

Shonda Justice

Mike Kershaw

Will Klipfel

Ed Kriska

Jennifer Kuhlman-Hammel

Sanna Lang

Deb Lanter

Amanda Laumeyer

Lori Looper

Scott Looper

Allan Magee

Hank Matney

Cheyenne May

Gary May

Kegan May

Phil May

Kay McCarry

John McCarthy

Meghan McCarthy-Minden

Patrick McDonald

Conlan McDonough

2025 PARADE VOLUNTEER LIST
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Kyle McDonough

Michael McDonough

Shamus McDonough

Maureen McGlynn

Neil McInnis

Katie McKeon

Matt McKeon

Kieran Mettler

Kathy Michaelree

Mark Minden

Greg Moore

Tom Moore

Angela Mouser

Tony Mouser

Christy Nehring

Rik Nemanick

Jeremiah Nick

Amy Oliver

Tom Oliver

Debby Patton

Abhiram Permareddy

Allen Rakers

Holly Revelle

Robin Ricca

M. Gail Riechers

Madonna Riechers

Michael Riechers

Barb Roemerman

Dennis Roemerman

Mark Roemerman

Joe Ryan

Janet Schaeffler

Jane Schell

Eric Schmidt

John Schulte

John Shadley

Alan Sharp

Jim Slack

Lori Slonski

Dawn Songer

Michael Songer

Tom Stewart

Debbie Stockhausen

Kalie Temple

Garry Thomas

John Tierney

Lisa Tierney

Brya Turmon

Colton Udina

Kevin Udina

Tracy Utzmyers

Chris Vas

Vince Via

Julie Voss

Alexis Walker

Marla Walker

Bill Wallace

John Walsh

Bridget Walsh Moore

Tim Wambach

Jerry Ward

Jack Waters

Randy Wehmeyer

Connor Welby

Dan Welby

Steve Welton

Maureen Wheeler

Kent White

Sheila White

Nicole Wilkins

Nancy Wilkinson

Chris Withington

Donna Yizar

Lynn Zaltsman

2025 PARADE VOLUNTEER LIST
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FORMER HONORARY PARADE MARSHALS 

1983  Dennis P. Long — President Anheuser-Busch Incorporated
1984  Most Rev. Edward J. O’Donnell — Auxiliary Bishop of St. Louis
1985  James B. Malloy — President and C.O.O. of Jefferson Smurfit Corp.
1986  Patrick Donelan — President Investment Counselors
1987  Michael Shanahan, Sr. — President of Engineered Air Systems, Inc.
1988  Patrick J. Gilligan — President of Valley Industries, Inc.
1989  Michael J. Roarty — Executive V.P., Anheuser-Busch, Inc.
1990  John G. Walsh — President, St. Louis Convention & Visitors Commission
1991  Jack Buck — Sports Director KMOX/CBS Radio
1992  Martin L. Duggan — Host and Producer of Donnybrook
1993  Blanche M. Touhill — Chancellor of University of Missouri-St. Louis
1994  Joseph B. McGlynn, Jr. — Consul for the Republic of Ireland
1995  Helen and Dr. Patrick Gannon — St. Louis Irish Arts
1996  Most Rev. Justin Rigali — Archbishop of St. Louis
1997  Rev. Mr. Robert A. Brooks — Chairman, Brooks Fiber Properties
1998  William Barnaby Faherty, S.J. — Jesuit Priest - Professor, Author
1999  Dick Ford — KTVI Fox 2 Anchor
2000  Mayor James J. Eagan — Mayor of the City of Florissant
2001  Jim Hanifan — Offensive Line Coach - St. Louis Rams
2002  Dennis C. Golden — President, Fontbonne College
2003   Stephen J. Burrows — President and Chief Operating Officer, Anheuser-Busch 

International, Inc.
2004  Patrick J. Finneran, Jr. — Vice President & General Manager, Boeing
2005  Most Reverend Raymond Leo Burke — Archbishop of St. Louis
2006  Charles L. Drury — Chairman of the Board, Drury Development Corporation
2007  Dan Buck — CEO, St. Patrick’s Center
2008  Joseph F. Shaughnessy, Jr. — Chairman of BSI Constructors
2009  Billy Devaney — General Manager, St. Louis Rams
2010  Most Reverend Robert J. Carlson — Archbishop of St. Louis
2011  Charles P. Gallagher, Sr. — Chairman, United Fruit & Produce
2012    Robert F. O’Loughlin — Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Lodging 

Hospitality Management
2013  Peter Wyse Jackson — President, Missouri Botanical Garden
2014  Dennis M. Reagan — President & CEO, The Muny in St. Louis
2015  Charlie Brennan — KMOX – Host of the Charlie Brennan Show
2016  Sr. Rosario Delaney and Sr. Laurentia Cusack — Holy Infant School
2017  John Saunders — President and Chief Executive Officer, FleishmanHillard
2018  Stephen J. Conway — St. Louis City Assessor
2019  Kevin Short — Chief Executive Officer, Clayton Capital Partners
2022  Dennis Jenkerson — Fire Chief, City of St. Louis
2023  Patrick Murphy — St. Louis Media Personality
2024  Robert Tracy — St. Louis City Police Commissioner
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2025 PARADE ROUTE
Parade line up subject to change.

Proudly Sponsored By
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2025 RUN MAP

FOR THE LATEST UPDATES BE SURE TO VISIT US 
ONLINE:

www.irishparade.org

www.stpatsrun.com

The St. Patrick’s Day Parade and Run are out there on social media as well. 
Be sure to go there now for live updates and to post your own pictures!

St. Patrick’s Day  
Parade, St. Louis

 
St. Patrick’s Day  

Parade Run

@IrishParadeSTL
@StPatsRun
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“THE ONE THE IRISH COME TO WATCH!”

UNIT NAME 

Kirkwood Harley Owner Group

Cars and coffee STL

Emerald Enforcer

Schnuck’s Big Cart

Marine Color Guard

Special Services Pace Car

Special Services Point Cars 1822  

and 1824

Escort Cars

Ancient Order of Hibernians  

Color/Honor Guard

Dignitary Line 1

Dignitary Line 2

Dignitary Line 3

Committee Banner

Committee Members

Committee Deceased Banner

Committee Trolley aka Sag Wagon

Lucky the Committee Mascot

Holy Infant Irish Dancers

St Louis Metropolitan Police  

Department

St Louis Fire Department

St Louis Sheriff Department

Balloon Small Shamrock

Vashon High School

Miss World Ambassador

Miss America

Miss Missouri’s Teen - Bridget 

Caldwell

Missouri Senior Cameo Club

Patti Bubash

Balloon Spike (McBride Construction 

Balloon)

Augusta Winery

Gallagher Construction

The John Ford Highland Pipe Band

Descendants of Annie O’Neill

Oscar Mayer/Kraft Heinz  

Wienermobile

St. Louis Firefighters Local 73

Ancient Order of Hibernians 

SugarBabies Baton Twirling Team

St. Louis Renaissance Festival

42nd Highlanders Sterling Company

Show-Me Corvair Club

Great River Fifes & Drums

JP22 Midwest Jurassic Park  

Motorpool

Meghan Torno School of Irish Dance

Notre Dame Club of St. Louis

Balloon Murphy the Leprechaun 

Balloon

Brittany Woods Middle School Band

Moolah Shriners

The Diva University

Balloon Irish Flag Balloon

501st Legion & Rebel Legion
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VP St. Louis

World Famous Lawn Rangers from  

Amazing Arcola

KC Marching Falcons

Bolin Services

Disabled American Veterans

Mid America Teen Community Emergency 

Response Team

Irreverent Warriors

Green Garter Brigade

Kickham Clan

Missouri Athletic Club

Jenney Lynns Baton Twirling Academy

University City High School Golden 

Explosion Marching Band

St. Louis Irish Arts

The Descendants of Nellie Fogarty

StlTopRides

The Gateway Precision LawnChair Krewe

Kelly Education

National Irish Wolfhound Association

St. Louis Aquarium at Union Station

O’Reilly Clan

Parkview Lassies Drum and Bugle Corps

Gateway Grizzlies

The Clarkson School of Irish Dance

Balloon Big Shamrock Balloon

Clans of Grogan, Roddy, McDonough and 

Green

Gateway Two Cylinder Club

Gateway STEM High School Jagettes 

Dance Team

Fitzgerald Clan I

Incredible Pizza Company

Model T Ford Club of Greater St. Louis

Freedom Dance company

Mardi Gras Inc

Beast Mode Divaz

Gateway City Car Club

Job’s Daughters - SLALOC

Carr Lane Spirit Squad

The Horseless Carriage Club of 

Missouri, Inc.

Balloon Small Shamrock 

Midwest Off-RoadHERS

Republic Services

“THE ONE THE IRISH COME TO WATCH!”
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1970 Patrick Walsh ....................................................... Irish Consul General - Chicago
1971 Jack Lynch, T.D...............................................................................Prime Minister
1972 Erskine Childers, T.D. ........................................................ Deputy Prime Minister
1973 Michael O’Higgins .......................................................................Mayor of Galway
1974 Martin Keaveney ............................................................................ Mayor of Sligo
1975 Richard Burke, T.D. ............................................................. Minister of Education
1976 Eddie Collins, T.D. .................................................................. Mayor of Waterford
1977 Jerry Colgan ..............................................................................Mayor of Galway
1978 Joseph Malone ......................................................... Director, Irish Tourist Board
1979 Thomas Hussey, T.D. ......................................................... Minister of Agriculture
1980 Maire Geoghegan-Quinn, T.D. ............................................. Minister of Gaeltacht
1981 Colm O’Heocha ...........................................President, University College Galway
1982 Peter Sutherland .......................................................................Attorney General
1983 Paddy O’Toole, T.D. ............................... Minister of Fisheries, Forest & Gaeltacht
1984 John F. Donnellan, T.D. ...........................................Minister of Posts & Telegraph
1985 Paudie O’Connor .....................................................................Mayor of Killarney
1986 Michael Noonan, T.D. ............................. Minister of Industry, Trade & Commerce
1987 David Kennedy ................................................................... Chairman, Aer Lingus
1988 Marie Geoghegan-Quinn, T.D. ................................Minister Of Dept. of Taoiseach
1989 Ben Briscoe, T.D. .................................................................Lord Mayor of Dublin
1990 Howard E. Kilroy ................................ President & COD, Jefferson Smurfit Group
1991 John Bruton, T.D. ..........................................................Leader of Fine Gael Party
1992 Michael J. Woods, T.D. ...................................................... Minister of The Marine
1993 Seamus Brennan, T.D. ...................Minister of State For Commerce and Technology
1994 John Hume ....................................................................M.P., M.E.P., Leader SDLP
1995 Paddy Harte, T.D. .............................................................Member of Dial Eireann
1996 Dermot Gleeson, S.C. ................................................Attorney General of Ireland
1997  Patrick Fottrell ..........................................President, University College Galway,  

                                                                      John Mulholland — Mayor of Galway
1998 Dr. James McDaid, T.D. ......................Minister for Tourism, Sport and Recreation
1999 Ned O’Keeffe ..................................Minister of State, Department of Agriculture
2000 Ned O’Keeffe .................................Minister of State, Department of Agriculture
2001 Sean McEniff ......................................................Chairman of Northwest Tourism
2002 Mark Durkan ...................................... Deputy First Minister of Northern Ireland
2003 Batt O’Keefe ..................................................... T.D., M.C.C., Cork County Council
2004  Dr. Iognáid G. Ó Muircheartaigh ...................... President, National University of 

                                                                            Ireland, Galway
2005 Dr. Rory O’Hanlon, T.D. .................................................Chairman of Dáil Éireann

FORMER GUESTS OF HONOR



29

2006 Tom Parlon, T.D. ................................. Minister of State, Department of Finance
2007  Mary Bennett ..............................Chamber of Commerce Ireland, Billy Cameron —  

                                                       Deputy Mayor, City of Galway
2008  Micheál Ó Giobuin .................................................... Intel Educator of Excellence,  

                                                                                    Noel Ahern —Minister of State
2009 Bertie Ahern .................................................................. TD and Former Taoiseach
2010 Senator Labrás Ó Murchú .............................................Member of Irish Parliament
2011 Denis “Dinny” McGinly .........................Teachta Dala (TD) for The Donegal South West
2012 Mark Daly ...........................................................................Member of Irish Senate
2013 Marie-Louise O’Donnell ......................................................Member of Irish Senate
2014 Charles Flanagan ......................Chairperson of The Fine Gael Parliamentary Party  
2015 Paudie Coffey ...........................Minister of State, Department of The Environment 
2016 Keith Finnegan .............................................Chief Executive Galway Bay FM Radio
2017  Mary Mitchell O’Connor ............................Teachta Dala (TD) for the Dún Laoghaire 

                                                                    Constituency
2018 Lorraine Clifford-Lee .........................................................Member of Irish Senate
2019 Aidan Davitt ................................................................ Member of The Irish Senate
2022 Pat Casey ................................................................... Member of The Irish Senate
2023 Fiona O’Loughlin .........................................................Member of the Irish Senate 
2024 Minister Patrick O’Donovan ....................................Teachta Dala (TD) for Limerick

FORMER GUESTS OF HONOR

Proudly Sponsored By
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FORMER MILITARY GUESTS OF HONOR

1990   BRIGADIER GENERAL PATRICK P. CARUANA   
Commander, 42nd Air Division, Strategic Air Command

1991   VICE ADMIRAL PAUL D. BUTCHER   
Deputy Commander in Chief, U.S. Transportation Command

1992   BRIGADIER GENERAL THOMAS J. KILMARTIN   
Commander, Army Reserve Personnel Center

2005   MAJOR CHRISTOPHER R. BENOIT  
U.S. Army

2012   SERGEANT MAJOR JAMES E. SCHULTE  
State Command, Missouri Army National Guard

2018   MAJOR GENERAL KENT D. SAVRE  
Commander, Maneuver Support Center of Excellence

2019   BRIGADIER GENERAL BRIAN BISACRE 
Commandant, US Army Police School

2023   MAJOR GENERAL JAMES BONNER USA
Commanding General. Ft. Leonard Wood

2023   COLONEL JOSEPH GOETZ II USA
Commandant US Army Engineering School, Ft. Leonard Wood

2024   COLONEL W. MARIA BOCHAT USA
Army Chief of Chemical
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In 1992, a “new” tradition began, when it was decided that the job of Parade  
Director had become so large that a specific person needed to be placed in charge 
of the daunting task. Prior to 1992, the General Parade Chairman served as the 
Parade Director before assuming the overall chairmanship.

1992-1993 ................................................................................Jack Gunn

1994-1995 ................................................................................Tom Chulick

1996-1997 ................................................................................Steve Weber

1998-2000 ...............................................................................Terry Walsh

2001 ........................................................................................Tom Etling

2002-2004 ..............................................................................Mark Burnham

2005-2006 ..............................................................................Lee Ann Caffrey

2007 .......................................................................................Rob McKendry

2008-2009 ..............................................................................Kevin Gilligan

2010-2011 ................................................................................Tom Moore

2012-2014 ................................................................................Joe Milligan

2015-2016 ................................................................................Vincent Via

2017 ........................................................................................Karen Lee

2018-2019 ................................................................................Shawn Milligan

2020-2023 ..............................................................................Kevin Udina

2024-2025...............................................................................Kevin O’Grady Griffin

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE COMMITTEE  
PAST PARADE DIRECTORS

Proudly Sponsored By
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On a blustery March day in 1970, Joseph B. McGlynn, Jr., the founder of the St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade in St. Louis; Mayor Alphonso Cervantes; Patrick Walsh, Irish 
Consul General – Chicago; and an intrepid band of marchers and floats depicting 
Irish heritage slogged through green-tinted snow on Olive Street downtown in the 
first St. Patrick’s Day parade of the 20th century. McGlynn and the Notre Dame Club 
of St. Louis put on that first parade. Now, 55 years later and in the 21st century the 
tradition also known as the First Rite of Spring is the centerpiece of the area’s St. 
Patrick’s Day celebrations and is still going strong. 

Joe McGlynn, now 91 years young, and St. Louis’ Honorary Irish Consul Emeritus, 
is still a driving force behind St. Louis’ most popular and well-attended parade (in 
good weather over 350,000 crowd the parade route), but now instead of just the 
Notre Dame Club of St. Louis, he’s aided by a committee of nearly 120 claiming Irish 
heritage and a marshal corps of over 190 volunteers who actually stage the parade. 
To that must be added a detail of nearly 120 St. Louis police officers, city officials, 
official sponsors of the parade, media partners, honorary parade marshals, the Irish 
government – which has sent an official representative for nearly every parade – and 
others. 

Over the years a who’s who of Irish elected officials has found their way to St. Louis 
for the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, an honor that no other American city of our size 
enjoys. The list includes: Prime Minister Jack Lynch, who attended the second pa-
rade in 1971; Bertie Ahern, former Prime Minister and Member of Parliament; Erskine 
Childers, Deputy Prime Minister and Member of Parliament; Marie Geoghegan-Quinn, 
Minister of the Department of the Taoiseach and Member of Parliament; Ben Briscoe, 
Lord Mayor of Dublin and Member of Parliament; John Bruton, leader of the Fine 
Gael Party; John Hume, leader of SDLP, M.P. and M.E.P. in Northern Ireland; Mark 
Durkan, Deputy First Minister of Northern Ireland; and many more. 

The list of Honorary Parade Marshals includes St. Louisans Denny Long, 
president of Anheuser Busch and Michael Roarty, executive vice president of 
Anheuser Busch; Most Reverend Edward O’Donnell, auxiliary Bishop of St. Louis; 
Charles Gallagher, Sr., chairman of United Fruit and Produce; Michael Shanahan, Sr., 
president of Engineered Systems; Jack Buck, member of the Sportscasters Hall of 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE
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Fame; Most Reverend Justin Rigali, Archbishop of St. Louis; Patrick Finneran, Jr., 
vice president and general manager, Boeing Integrated Defense Systems; Charles 
Drury, Chairman of Drury Development Corporation; Robert O’Loughlin, founder and 
chairman of Lodging Hospitality Management Company; John Saunders, president 
of FleishmanHillard;  Kevin Short, CEO of Clayton Capital Partners; Fire Chief Dennis 
Jenkerson; television producer Patrick Murphy; and other distinguished St. Louisans. 

In 1978, the St. Patrick’s Day Run in St. Louis was added to parade day and precedes 
the parade on Saturday morning. The five mile/3K run has since become the largest 
locally organized run in St. Louis.

“From the very first run 47 years ago, Anheuser Busch was there supporting our 
efforts to stage the run as well as the parade,” notes McGlynn. “This year, Michelob 
ULTRA will again sponsor the run.” 

As the year’s passed, the parade and its spectator base became too large for Olive 
Street and it and the run were moved to Market Street where, it now steps off at 
10th and Market marching west to 20th Street and concludes at Union Station. When 
the weather is good, more than 350,000 spectators line the parade route to watch 
the elaborate floats, marching bands, marching units, dance groups, animal units, 
novelty groups, motorized organizations, and large helium-filled cartoon character 
balloons.  

 “We’re a little like the Pied Piper, hopefully bringing people into downtown to enjoy 
the post parade activities, such as the Irish Village, BallPark Village and the post-pa-
rade party at the Hilton St. Louis at the Ballpark,” adds McGlynn. 

After 55 years, one can safely say that the St. Patrick’s Day Parade and Run in St. 
Louis and their attendant parties and activities have become part of the fabric of 
the community. They are much anticipated events for those of Irish heritage and 
those that are Irish for the day or weekend. It’s a “rite” that will be right for St. 
Louis for another 55 years.
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Proud to support the 
56th Annual St. Patrick's Day 

Parade and Run 
with providing parking 

and a headquarters 
for the volunteers.
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JAMES G. KEMNER

The Parade Committee was saddened to learn of the death of our dear friend,  
and the Chairman of our annual picnic, James G. Kemner. Jim lost his battle with 
Parkinson’s Disease on June 11, 2024, just a week before his 82nd birthday. He is 
survived by Judy, his wife of over 60 years, their four sons, and nine grandchildren. 

Jim had a successful career with Prudential Life Insurance Company, and in his 
spare time he enjoyed working with his hands on home renovation projects. He 
regularly served those less fortunate, volunteering with the Missouri State Schools 
for the Severely Disabled (MSSD) and soliciting and delivering food donations for 
the St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry. 

Jim will be remembered for his quick smile and generous heart. 

IN MEMORIAM
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ROBERT MULDOON

This past year, the Parade Committee lost one of its longtime friends and early 
members, Robert Muldoon. Bob died peacefully at his home on November 12, 2024, 
surrounded by family. He was 90 years old. 

Bob graduated from the University of Notre Dame before joining the United States 
Army and later embarking on a career in finance. He became involved in  
international business and was appointed by the Prime Minister for the Republic  
of Ireland to help coordinate a large agricultural research project involving Ireland 
and the University of Missouri – St. Louis. Bob chaired our own St. Patrick’s Day  
Parade Committee in 1985 and 1986, actively participating in all aspects of the 
Parade for many years. He is survived by his wife of 63 years, Peggy Muldoon,  
their six children, 14 grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren. 

IN MEMORIAM
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